
Answering the Call: How FEMA 
Registration Puts Your Business on 
the Front Lines 
 

When a hurricane makes landfall or wildfires rage, the news story is one of disaster. 

But behind the scenes, another story is unfolding: one of a massive, rapid-response 

supply chain. The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is the protagonist 

of this story, and its mission is to help people. To do this, it relies on a supporting cast 

of thousands of private contractors. For businesses, this presents an opportunity to step 

into the narrative, provide critical services, and grow. The "ticket" to be cast in this 

role is a process of preparation, often called FEMA Certification. It is a story that 

firms like Federal Contracting Center help businesses write. 

This "certification" is not a formal course or test. Instead, it is a narrative of 

preparation. The story begins, as all federal contracting stories do, with the System for 

Award Management (SAM). A business must have an active SAM registration to be a 

character in this play at all. It is the mandatory audition. Without it, you cannot be 

paid, and you cannot be awarded a role. 

The key plot point happens within that SAM registration. Deep in the profile's 

"Assertions" section is a little-known option: the "Disaster Response Registry." This is 

the "casting list" for emergencies. By opting in, a business is telling the government, "I 

am ready. I have services that can help. Put me on the list." When a disaster strikes, 

this is the list contracting officers pull. It is the story of how businesses in-the-know 

get the first call. 

The narrative of FEMA contracting is incredibly varied. The agency needs contractors 

for the obvious: debris removal, bottled water, and temporary housing. But it also 

needs specialists in logistics, engineering, medical services, power restoration, and 

technical support. A business that has properly listed its capabilities in SAM and opted 

into the registry can find itself playing a crucial role, from helping a community 

rebuild to ensuring vital supplies get to those in need. 

This story also has a powerful local chapter. The Stafford Act, the law that guides 

FEMA, strongly encourages the agency to hire local businesses from within the 

disaster area. This is not just a suggestion; it is a key part of the plot. It is designed to 

help the local economy recover at the same time as its infrastructure. For a local 

business, being on that Disaster Response Registry is like having a "local hero" badge, 

giving you a powerful advantage when FEMA comes to town. 

But this is a story where you must know the ending in advance. Preparation is 

everything. FEMA moves with incredible speed when an event occurs. You must have 

your SAM registration active and your disaster registry status confirmed before the 

storm forms. 

https://www.federalcontractingcenter.com/fema-registration/


To learn more about getting your business ready to be part of this important story, 

contact the experts at Federal Contracting Center. You can find their information at 

https://www.federalcontractingcenter.com/. 
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